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The Vicar’s Letter 
    The Vicarage, Waltham Road 

 (corner of Foliejohn Way) 
Woodlands Park 

Tel. 07874 399411 
 

Dear Friends of the Parish of White Waltham and Woodlands Park, 

In our last vicar’s letter, I talked about some parallels between the football 
world cup and taking part in the Christian faith. I worried that you may 
have got fed up with it before you read it. This time I may dare to mention 
political themes, with even more fear and trepidation! 

It is not the place of a religious leader to tell you how to vote, but if we are 
people who follow Jesus, we should be looking honestly at the world, and 
seeking what Father God has to say about situations around us. 

I’ve been thinking about the theme of ‘community’.  The Good News of 
Jesus takes us in two directions:  

1. We are saved to God, forgiven and adopted as his children, by his will 
and actions in love for us. We could take this as a vertical direction. 

2. We are also ‘saved to each other’, horizontally. The Lord God uses a 
number of different images to emphasise how the things that might 
separate us – age, ability, ethnicity and language – are overturned to 
bring us together. Father God draws us into a family, a building, a body, 
a community. 

I mention this because it seems to me that across the world, we see leaders 
and parties with proud and selfish intent, often acting for the good of their 
country, or their social group – or themselves – without caring for others.  
 (continued over) 
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Sadly, we see this within our own country too. We want things and 
standards from our government and leaders, but maybe don’t think how 
that will affect others, either now, or in the future. It will take courageous 
politicians to be honest and make the hard decisions about taxes and cuts 
to balance the books and care for the vulnerable, whilst at the mercy of our 
votes. 
We also seem to see this in globalised business and developments. An 
emphasis on the need for speed and cheapness and choice for the consumer 
without always counting the real cost in terms of people, place and energy. 
And who will slow down the competitive development of AI and attention-
demanding social media, to investigate the effects on our sense of 
humanity and the costs in workplaces and relationships? 
In our fractured society, we need to hear afresh Jesus’ call to us. We are 
offered the love of Trinity God that is beyond our understanding. A love 
that reaches low and raises high, wherever we are and whatever we are up 
to; a love seen supremely in the self-giving love of the cross of Christ. And 
we remain in this love as we obey his command to love each other; to do 
community, putting others first. We all need help and encouragement to do 
that, better and better. 
If you have ideas how that might be put into practice locally to meet needs, 
then please do be in touch. 
If this strikes you as unexpectedly relevant to our times, and/or you are 
curious to find out more of what Jesus says about all of life, and how He 
builds community, we run things such as the Identity Course on page 15 to 
help you find out more about the core beliefs and also to start to approach 
big questions about the world, relationships, suffering, and hope etc. 
And you are welcome to join our community on a Sunday morning and 
other times, as we seek to obey Jesus, and walk in the way of love, together. 
Dave  
Rev Dave Atallah    

Tel: 07874 399411     
office@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk 

 
 
 

Want to advertise in our Parish Magazine? 

Contact Bob Crittenden 

office@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk 
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 Positive  
 reward-based  
 puppy training 

 
Classes are held on Saturday afternoons at: 

Woodlands Park Village Centre,  
Manifold Way 

Maidenhead  SL6 3GW 

Melanie Mathews 
Member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (01569) 

In an industry that is not currently 
regulated, I can guarantee that I am 
appropriately qualified, experienced and 
accredited to help you and your puppy 
using positive, reward-based training.   

For further details please contact: 
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk 

07711 807109 
To book, please visit my website: 

www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk 

DAVID SHAILES 
PLUMBERS & 
DECORATORS 

 

Showers, Baths,  
Sinks, Repairs,  

Cylinders, Immersions, 
Taps, Washers, Pumps, 

Bathroom Suites, Toilets, 
Basins & Radiators fitted. 
Full Interior & Exterior 

Decorating. 
Reliable & Clean. 

Find us on Facebook. 

i.plumber@btinternet.com 

Phone: 0770 8602442 
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Tours at Woodlands Park School 

 
Looking for a primary school or nursery place  

for September 2027 or before?  

Visit Woodlands Park School to find out more about us. 
 9:15am  Tuesday 29th September 2026 
 9:15am  Tuesday 13th October 2026 
 5pm - 6pm  Wednesday 11th November 2026 
 9:15am  Tuesday 17th November 2026 
 2pm  Friday 20th November 2026 
 11am  Tuesday 1st December 2026 
 2pm  Friday 8th January 2027 

 
Please contact the school office via email or phone to book onto a tour. 

Can't make the tour dates above?  
Please get in touch to arrange a tour at a convenient time.  

 

01628 822350                office@woodlandsparkschool.org 
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Woodlands Park Primary  
and Nursery School 

 

A place for everyone.  
Together, we are inspired to grow,  

learn and achieve. 

 
Children and staff alike have had a super start to the new academic year. 
The children have been outstanding on their return, demonstrating our 
school values and excellence in their work. We are looking forward this 
year to building on all the successes from last year.  
We are pleased to have our Free Breakfast Club up and running. This is a 
government-funded scheme, open to all children in school from Reception 
to Year 6. The children have been enjoying coming in for breakfast and 
socialising with their friends before school. 
We have now fully launched our updated vision at Woodlands Park 
School. Last year the staff, children, parents and governors were all invited 
to contribute to the development of the school vision. Our vision is, 
‘Personal Success, Healthy Minds and Healthy Bodies and Joyful 
Moments’. Our website gives more information about this. This vision 
represents our ambitions for the school and what we want for the children 
here.  
We are running several school tours for prospective parents over the 
coming months. Look out for our flyers and posters. If you would like to 
come and visit the school, please contact the school office.  
We are looking forward to lots of events this year. We will soon be visiting 
the church for our Harvest service, where we will deliver our food 
contributions for the food bank. We are lucky to have such a beautiful walk 
to such a beautiful church, particularly at this time of year, and we all enjoy 
this event.  
We are thinking about all the children who were in Year 6 last year and we 
are hoping that they are settling into their secondary schools. We hope to 
hear about how they are getting on and look forward to some of them 
popping in to see us, so we can hear all about it.   
We will enjoy the autumnal colours and jumping around in autumn leaves 
as the season changes and Christmas will be here before we know it! 
Best wishes  
Mrs J Sergeant, Headteacher 

01628 822350  
office@woodlandsparkschool.org    www.woodlandsparkschool.co.uk 
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White Waltham  
C of E Academy 

 
 
We have had a fantastic start to the new academic year, with the children 
returning enthusiastic, engaged, and ready for an exciting year ahead. 
We began the year with immersion days for our new topics. Foundation 
have been learning ‘All About Me’, getting to know one another and 
exploring our school grounds. Years 1 and 2 have 
been immersing themselves in life ‘Beside the 
Seaside’, learning about holidays in the Victorian 
era before imagining what a holiday might look 
like 100 years from now. They thoroughly 
enjoyed taking part in a seaside workshop with 
History on a Page, with the Punch and Judy show 
proving to be a particular highlight. 

Years 3 and 4 have begun their topic, ‘Beneath the Surface’. 
In history, the children will learn about the destruction of 
Pompeii in AD 79 following the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. 
They will plot the events of the eruption on a timeline and 
explore what the remarkably well-preserved ruins can teach 
us about Roman life. The children will also study the Roman 
invasion of Britain and investigate the impact the Romans 
had on Britain, including the development of roads, 
aqueducts and writing systems. We are also looking forward 
to a visit to Verulamium in St Albans to further enrich their 
learning. 

Years 5 and 6 are learning about ‘The World at 
War’. They will enjoy a trip to Blenheim Palace 
to learn more about Winston Churchill and 
further develop their understanding through 
their residential visit to Hooke Court. The 
children will learn about the countries and 
leaders involved on both sides of the conflict and 
explore the causes and consequences of the 
Second World War. They will also investigate 
how life on the Home Front changed during the 
war, including the Blitz, evacuation, rationing 
and the Dig for Victory campaign. 

(continued over) 
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We have many other exciting events planned for the Autumn Term, 
including Jeans for Genes Day, the Macmillan Coffee Morning, our 
residential trip, and our Harvest and Christmas services at St Mary's 
Church. 

We will be holding open days for prospective 
families on Tuesday 13th October at 9.30am and 
Wednesday 18th November at 1.30pm. We would 
love the opportunity to showcase our wonderful 
school, so please do share this information with 
anyone who may be interested. 

If you would like to attend one of these visits, please contact the school 
office. Alternatively, if you are unable to make these dates but would like 
to visit the school during the school day, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with us. 
Mrs. Denham, Head of School 

www.whitewalthamschool.co.uk office@whitewaltham.org   
01628 822533 

 

At White Waltham Church we believe Jesus is Good News  
for all people in all of life. 

 

Beginning of Life 
 

New baby? 
We love to give thanks for new lives: do get in touch if you would like to 
celebrate the gift of new life in the context of a church service. You can 
say as much or as little as you like. We would love to give thanks to God 
with you for your miracle. 
 
Or maybe you are suffering pain or sadness or fear or guilt about 
pregnancy, fertility or abortion.  
You don’t have to be on your own. We don’t have all the answers, but we 
know the one who offers peace and hope and would love to come alongside 
you on any part of your journey. 
 

Contact your vicar 
dave.atallah@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk   07874 399411 
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St Mary’s Flower Guild, White Waltham 
Our activities continue in autumn!  As I write this, I’m remembering fondly 
the visit we had to a lovely garden in Little Marlow on 1st August, with 
beautiful weather and a delicious tea. At the beginning of September, we 
had a very successful workshop where we were tasked to create a “vertical 
arrangement” – enjoyed by everyone.   

Here are some more dates for your diary, taking us up to the end of the 
year:   

Saturday 26th September – decorate the church for Harvest Festival. 
Saturday 17th October – craft demonstration and workshop 
Saturday 7th November – Christmas Fundraiser & workshop, details tbc 
Saturday 28th November – Christmas wreath workshop 
Saturday 12th December – decorate the church for Christmas 

All activities start at 10am. Demonstrations and workshops are held at  
The Tree House. 

Details of our activities are always in the magazine, or contact one of us 
on the numbers below for more information. 

Carolyn Thompson 07834 545967,  
Liz Atlay 07881 785131  

or Julia Hodgson 07904 999685 
We look forward to seeing you!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Rob Robertson AIPHE RP 

OIL HEATING ENGINEER 
  OFTEC Registration C9632 Local Business Fully insured to £2M 

 Worcester Bosch Accredited installer 
 Oil boiler replacements 
 Oil/Gas Safety certificates 
 Swimming pool heating 
 Servicing & Maintenance 

Tel:- 07816 835520  or E-Mail: sales@robertsonheating.co.uk 
Website:  Robertsonheating.co.uk 
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 White Waltham Cricket Club 
 Est 1879 and still representing the village today!  
 

The 2026 league cricket season is over – one that will certainly be memorable for 
the weather, but also some outstanding team and individual performances.  
Without a doubt one of the highlights of the year was the teams progression to 
the last 32 of the National Village Knockout competition, winning the Berkshire 
& South Oxfordshire region for the first time in our history. 
The 1XI also enjoyed a spectacular debut season in Division 2, the highest 
standard we have played. Noah Edwards, our Australian player was in fine form 
all year, taking 38 wickets and leading the way in the entire league this year.  The 
1XI will be looking to build upon their excellent finish next year. 
Thames Valley Cricket League  

Division 2A 2026  Division 5B 2026 
Pos Team Pts  Pos Team Pts 

1 Theale & Tilehurst 1XI 354 1 Holyport 1XI 323 
2 Binfield 1XI 334 2 Crowthorne/Crown Wood 1XI 320 
3 Wargrave 2XI 283 3 Hurley 1XI 315 
4 White Waltham 1XI 261 4 Windsor 2XI 290 
5 Aldershot 1XI 247 5 Wokingham 4XI 241 
6 Kidmore End 1XI 236 6 White Waltham 2XI 241 
7 Thatcham Town 1XI 232 7 Hounslow & Whitton 2XI 239 
8 Sulhamstead & Ufton 1XI 231 8 Pinkneys Green 1XI 212 
9 Purley on Thames 1XI 230 9 Yateley 1XI 204 

10 Peppard Stoke Row 1XI 217 10 Royal Ascot 2XI 161 
The 2XI also had a great year having been promoted to the highest standard they’d 
played too. Both Umar Butt and Adil Pervaiz shone with the bat, scoring over 
500 runs apiece to top the charts.  Again, having comfortably stayed up this year, 
the team will be looking to push on into 2027. 
Games continue until the end of September and we look forward to the annual 
White Waltham v. Waltham St Lawrence T20 game (at Waltham St Lawrence 
this year) – good luck to the villagers playing in that! 
Thanks for following along again this year! 
Many thanks 
Jonny Mahoney  WWCC Chair 

For more information, or if you are interested to join/train with the club,  
please visit our website or contact us using one of the options below: 

Website:   www.whitewaltham.play-cricket.com      
Facebook:  @WhiteWalthamCC     
Twitter:   @WWCC_1879 
YouTube:  @WhiteWalthamCricketClub  
Instagram: whitewalthamcricketclub 
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THE IDENTITY COURSE 
Seven Monday evenings, 7:30pm at The Vicarage 

beginning 28th September, continuing into November 

 

 

 

 

www.identitycourse.com 
Spending just over an hour, using videos and discussion, we will look 
together at the Gospel of John to clear up confusion about who we 
are, and who God is. Each session also addresses a popular question 
such as: Are Christianity and science enemies? What about other 
religions? Why do we suffer? 
If any of that sounds interesting but the timing is difficult, please be in 
touch and suggest an alternative.  

You don’t need to know anything about the Bible.  
You won’t need to pray or sing or read aloud.  

You can ask any question you want, or just listen. 

The first session works as a taster without committing yourself. 

Interested?  Contact Rev Dave Atallah on 07874 399411  
or dave.atallah@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk 

IT’S OFFICIAL! 
The church was the coolest place to be this summer! 

We opened the church on Friday mornings throughout July and August to give visitors 
and passersby some respite from the heat.  Several people crossed our threshold to keep 
cool and appreciate the quiet and the history of the building.  Some regular members of 
our congregation also came in for a chat and to enjoy a cup of coffee, one even bought 
her crocheting! 

My thanks go to all who visited and especially Sally who helped me with many tasks 
during this time of opening and to Richard who stood in for me when I went on holiday. 

Please contact me, Liz Atlay 07881 785131, if you would ever like to visit the church, 
bearing in mind that the church will get even cooler over the next few months! 
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NEWSLETTER AUTUMN/WINTER 2026-27 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 21st September Pop-up Coffee Shop – Village Hall 

 19th October Pop-up Coffee Shop – Village Hall 

 24th October Village Bonfire Night – field behind the Cricket Club 

 16th November Pop-up Coffee Shop – Village Hall 

 21st December  Pop-up Coffee Shop – Village Hall 

 17th January New Year Recovery Party – Cricket Club 

 

POP-UP COFFEE SHOP 
Good coffee, home-made cakes and a chance to meet your neighbours. 

Our new pop-up coffee shop is now up and running in the parish hall (opposite 
the car park on Waltham Road).  Pop in and try our delicious home-made cakes 
with a cuppa. 

Come with a neighbour or on your own.  We can introduce you to fellow villagers 
if you’d like to meet new faces. 

If you can’t stop, we offer takeaways too so you can still enjoy our cakes at home. 

NEED a LIFT?   
If you have any difficulties getting to the parish hall and need a lift,  

let us know the week before and we will try to help.  

 

VILLAGE BONFIRE NIGHT 

Saturday 24 October 

Join the firework and bonfire fun  
in the village.   

It’s always a great evening with a 
spectacular display from our local 

fireworks expert at Shellscape. 

BBQ food, bar, teas, coffee, hot 
chocolate and cakes all available. 

(continued over) 
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NEW YEAR IN WHITE WALTHAM 

THE NEW YEAR RECOVERY PARTY 
Sunday 17th January 2027 at 12 noon – Cricket Club 

IT’S FREE – ALL THE FAMILY WELCOME! 

Come and join fellow villagers at the Cricket Club in the New Year for an informal 
drink and delicious light buffet lunch. 

It’s all free due to kind funding from the Parish Council.  It’s an opportunity to meet 
us volunteers on the committee.  Bring your ideas for event for us to consider and 
will try to make them happen. 

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR VILLAGE  

 ● Are you new to the village?   

 ● Are you a long-term resident but not had time to 
   get involved in the local community?   

 ● Would you like to see more things happening in 
   the village for villagers? 

We would love to hear from you! 

The White Waltham Village Association is a small group of volunteers wanting 
to make the best of our community.  If you’d like to join us or have any ideas for 

activities or events you’d like to see, please let us know. 

Simply email us whitewalthamvillageassociation@gmail.com and we will 
respond.  Look forward to hearing from you. 

Carolyn, Tricia, Kath and the team 

 

KJC Refurbishments 

 Kitchens & Bathrooms Plastering 

 Painting & Decorating Carpentry 

 Laminate & Vinyl click flooring Tiling 

 General handyman services  Fully insured 
 

Call 07590 518692 or email kevincoltart@live.co.uk 
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Groups for Men and for Women  
at White Waltham Church 

Men’s Walk, Talk and Breakfast 
On Saturday 4th July ,10 or so of the men of White 
Waltham Church met up for their inaugural  ‘Men’s 
Walk, Talk and Breakfast’.  The morning was 
carefully designed to do just enough walking to 
justify the Full English Breakfast that followed 
(other breakfasts were available!), interspersed with 
chat and a thought-provoking look at a short Bible 
passage.   
‘It was a really good opportunity to get to know some of the other men 
from church.  I felt refreshed by the nice walk, great people and the Bible 
passage – it was well worth the early(ish) start on a Saturday morning!’ 
For details of the next Men’s Walk, Talk and Breakfast, email Dave at 
dave.atallah@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk    

Women of White Waltham Church (WoW) 
We received an open invitation to come along to 
a get-together at Thames Hospice café on the 
Windsor Road.  Some of us met up earlier and 
had a beautiful early morning stroll around Bray 
Lake beforehand, building up an appetite for a 
light breakfast from the selection offered at the 
Hospice Café (as above, other breakfasts are 
available – including Full English!).  Others 
joined us at various times as we sat outside in the 
lovely August sunshine, cuppa in hand, chatting 
about all sorts of things and sharing what’s going 
on in our lives.   

Existing friendships were deepened, and new 
friendships forged. It was a really great way to spend 
some time on a Saturday morning, with people coming 
and going as their time allowed.   

We’re looking forward to our next gathering again 
soon.  If you’d like to join us, please email Sally at 
office@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk  
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STEANE & CO 
Est  1884 

Hardware & DIY Store 
 

 ironmongers tools & plumbing 

 paint & gardening electrical 

 water softening salt household items 

 key cutting LED light bulbs 
 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
( terms and  cond i t ions  app ly ) 

 

124 Wessex Way, Cox Green, SL6 3DL 
gyn3@msn.com 

01628 624480     www.steaneandco.co.uk 
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At White Waltham Church we believe Jesus is Good News  
for all people in all of life. 

End of Life 
It’s always an honour to be involved in the funerals and thanksgivings of 
those we have loved and lost. 
Bereaved? 

 
Suffering pain or sadness or fear or guilt about the death of a loved 
one, or facing your own? 
You don’t have to be on your own. We don’t have all the answers, but we 
know the one who offers peace and hope and would love to come alongside 
you on any part of your journey. 

We also invite you to our Remembrance and Thanksgiving Service – 
Sunday 8th November at 6.30pm – for all who have lost a loved one. 
This quiet, reflective service provides the opportunity for us to remember 
those we have loved and lost, and to give thanks for all that they did for 
us while discovering the difference that Jesus makes. 

Contact your vicar 
dave.atallah@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk 

07874 399411 
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Cycling Shop 
SAM’S  BIKE  SHOP 

 

Moss End Garden Centre, 
Warfield, RG42 6EJ 

 

Many makes of bikes, spares and accessories 

Come and visit us for all your cycling needs. 

Free parking 
Phone 01344 360922 

samsbikeshop@outlook.com 
Sponsors of the Andrew family on their successful 

1,147 mile Project Rainbow Cycle Ride around Britain in 2011 

Bring this advert to get 10% off! 
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A Scammer in the Works! 
Dear Mr. Packer, 
I work as an external auditor for the Bank of Singapore. I am contacting you following a 
web search using a deceased surname.  I discovered an investment account that had 
been dormant for twelve years, all belonging to a single account holder and totalling a little 
over 10.5 million U.S.  dollars… This underscores my reason for writing to you. The British 
investor Anthony Packer died in 1996 when the account was last used. I can confirm that 
he died with no one to inherit his estate. 
I am sure that using my insider leverage, working with you, these funds can be secured 
for us, thus I crave your participation. You will be handsomely rewarded… I therefore 
expect a prompt response.  
Yours truly… 
The foregoing, clearly a ‘scam’, is a summary of a letter I received.  Money 
appears to provide security and an unexpected inheritance is welcomed. 
A more reliable and lasting security is obtained from Jesus’ offer of  ‘…an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you’. 
(1 Peter 1:4) through his resurrection from the dead. We lay claim to it by 
simply asking ‘…everyone who asks receives; he who seeks will find; to 
him who knocks, the door will be opened’ (Luke 11:9-10). All this is 
difficult to grasp: heaven? a permanent inheritance? It seems too good to 
be true, but read your Bible as a beneficiary. You can trust Jesus. 
Bob Packer 
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Cars 
I admit that I know very little about cars!   

I read in the paper sometimes of how car owners have misused their cars 
and become a danger to others by the way they drive or abuse their 
vehicles.  I know that government regulations require me to have an annual 
MOT test, to pay my road fund licence each year and that I need to be 
insured.  I can deal with flat tyres, and filling up with petrol or diesel. 

But when it comes to strange noises, loss of power or 
failed windscreen wipers, I know that keeping the 
mechanics of a car in good order requires special care. 
Most of the problems on a car these days seems to be 
flashed up on the driver’s screen, as cars seem to be 
computers on wheels! So, this is where my garage comes 
in, with an annual service for me.  

Many years ago, I was anxious to get to a meeting on time. I knew that my 
petrol tank was in need of a top up. I was driving along the outside lane of 
the dual carriageway near Banstead, Surrey. The car started to splutter so 
I quickly pulled onto the inside lane and then into a lay-by. I was 
completely out of petrol!  My annual service was no good at this point as 
I had no fuel to drive the engine.  I never arrived at my meeting…. 

This picture got me thinking. The human body can be fully tuned, fit and 
healthy, totally ready for any emergency, but our bodies need fuel. Very 
often we balance our diets with the right intake of food and liquid and this 
plan may keep us going for many years.  

There is one thing we often neglect though. That is the 
spiritual dimension of our lives. We need that special 
fuel, just like a car needs petrol, diesel or an electric 
charge.  

When did you last fill up your car so that it started when you needed to go 
on your journey? 

When did you last think about God, his special care and your journey of 
life ? 

We all need that power to give us spiritual fuel to go in the right direction.  
Why not come along to church to find out more about Jesus and his power 
fuel ? 

Bob Crittenden 
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We invite you to join us for our 

All Age Service 

Sunday 1st November at 10.30am 
Come along ready to take part if you wish, through 

interactive fun, craft, drama, story and song 
We carefully plan our All Age Services to provide 

opportunities for active involvement and participation in a 
range of ways; there is something for everyone!   

       Everyone is welcome 
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Read this short story from the Bible… 
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…and complete this Wordsearch about it! 
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At White Waltham Church we believe Jesus is Good News  

for all people in all of life. 
 
 

All of Life 
 

 

Something to celebrate and give thanks for? 
We love to praise God for the good things in life. Do get in touch if you 
would like to celebrate something or explore what it means to give thanks.  
We love to celebrate weddings, blessings, and anniversaries. 
 
 
Or maybe you are suffering pain or sadness or fear or guilt about 
relationships, work, retirement, family life. 
You don’t have to be on your own. We don’t have all the answers, but we 
know the one who offers peace and hope and would love to come alongside 
you on any part of your journey. 
 
 
Or maybe you have questions, or you are reflecting on your life and 
loves and want to explore the idea of a loving Father God and Jesus 
who came into the world for you.  
Do feel very welcome to come along any Sunday to church, or to the 
Identity Course this autumn (see page 15 for details).  We are all at 
different stages of a life of faith. Or be in touch for a chat with no pressure 
or expectations. 
 
 
 

Contact your vicar 
dave.atallah@stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk 

07874 399411 
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Service of  
Remembrance & Thanksgiving 

Sunday 8th November at 6.30pm 

For all who have lost a loved one 

This quiet, reflective service provides the opportunity for us to 
remember those we have loved and lost, and to give thanks for 

all that they did for us while discovering the difference that 
Jesus makes. 

 

 
 
 

Everyone is welcome - please do join us 
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Remembrance Sunday Service 

Sunday 8th November  at 10.30am  

followed by a short Act of Remembrance  
at the War Memorial in White Waltham 

Everyone is welcome to all of our services  
at White Waltham Church   

 
 

Our Remembrance Sunday Service collections  
will be shared between Combat Stress and SASRA  

Combat Stress is the UK's leading veterans' mental health charity, 
providing free specialist clinical treatment and support for former 
servicemen and women. Their work focuses on complex trauma conditions 
including Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Complex-PTSD, and 
moral injury. 

The Soldiers' and Airmen's Scripture Readers Association (SASRA) is 
a faith-based charity that provides Christian ministry, spiritual support, and 
personal engagement to members of the British Army and Royal Air Force. 
They work alongside military chaplains and welfare teams to support 
individual service personnel and their families, helping them to navigate 
the unique moral and physical pressures of military life. 

If you would like to support the work of one or other of these two charities, 
you are invited to make a donation at one of our services on Sunday 8th 
November.  You can do this by placing cash on the plate provided, by 
scanning the QR code with your smartphone, or by using a credit or debit 
card to make a donation using our card reader.  All gifts received on 
Sunday 8th November will be given to these two charities. 
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Tales from the Bells 
 White Waltham Bell Ringing 

 

Well, that was one hot summer! 

The heat affects the bells because of wood drying. Wood?, I hear you ask. 
The wooden parts are in the belfry.  There are other parts in the belfry 
which are included such as the bell, headstock and which are made from 
metal, the pulleys are made of plastic and ropes are of course rope though 
the sallies have a material similar to wool or perhaps a hard-wearing wool.   

This summer we received an email from the Tower and Belfries 
committee, Oxford Diocesan Guild advising tower captains and steeple 
keeper to do a check on the wooden parts. So, we carried out the check. It 
was quite some surprise how much the extremely hot weather had affected 
the wooden parts, this includes the wheel, which is where the rope goes on 
to. Next is the stay, which is what keeps the bell in the 'Up' position so that 
the bell is ready for ringing. And then there is the slider and slider board 
which is also part of keeping the bell in the 'Up' position. And, last but not 
least, there's the pulley block which guide the rope as it goes around the 
wheel.  Our steeple keeper found that the sliders were ok on all six bells. 
But the stays were definitely in need of tightening up, and also the wheels. 
This took some time to do. 

While we were up there, we had a nice surprise. A new ringer has joined 
us. He is someone who has returned to ringing. It has been at least 40 years 
since he rang, so he doesn't need to be taught how to ring. He just needed 
time to get used to ringing a bell again, which didn’t take very long. 

This means that we now have 7 ringers at our tower. And we will always 
welcome more beginners or returning ringers. If you are interested email 
us on whitewalthambells@gmail.com 

Lesley Graves,  
Tower Captain  
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My Story (part 10) 
Totally unexpectedly, I was again a married man and so we returned from our 
honeymoon in Wales.  Liz settled into life with new neighbours and I into a new 
job, then in Maidenhead, where I worked for the next few years. 
In the flats where we lived, we met a couple who had lived around Maidenhead 
for years.  They were wanting to sell a property in Woodlands Park and were we 
interested?  We went to see the place and liked it at once. To cut the story short, 
we bought the house and quickly settled in.  But, as Christians, we needed to find 
a church.  We had tried a few in Maidenhead itself and then I visited St Mary’s, 
White Waltham – it was a Confirmation service, and the following Sunday the 
Vicar spoke to me and apologised for not doing so the previous week as he had 
assumed I was a visitor, related to one of the folk being Confirmed.  Suffice to 
say, we made St Mary’s, White Waltham, our home church. 
Liz set up a business, caring for local dogs while their owners were at work and 
this flourished.  I would take dogs to the local park and exercise them and Liz 
would take them on walks too.  My office moved to Sandhurst, so I had quite a 
drive each day.   
Sometime later, I was asked to go to Dublin again, just for a few weeks.  As we 
were getting ready to go to Dublin, the Vicar asked me if I would accept the role 
of Churchwarden, Although I had precious little idea what would be involved, I 
accepted and then the Vicar told me he was retiring! Tony Hill, the other 
Churchwarden, and I worked together until my time back in the UK was coming 
to an end, as I was about to retire.  The Vicar asked me if I would give a farewell 
talk from the pulpit before we left and with much trepidation, I did.  
Farewell UK, hello again New Zealand.  Liz and I flew back, but where would 
we live?  During our stay in the UK, we had two or three trips to NZ and on one 
of these, Liz met a special friend who used to be a carer for her parents in Devon 
and who now lived in Dunedin. Liz was understandably keen not to live in 
Wellington and so we flew to Dunedin and, cutting the story short, we bought the 
home we now live in. 
Dunedin is quite unlike the three larger NZ cities, much less busy and it has great 
character, The Railway Station, opposite, is just one such example.  
Again, we needed a church to belong to.  We soon found one within walking 
distance of the house we’d bought!  But things don’t stay the same: the Pastor 
decided the building was about to collapse into a large hole; he decided to sell 
and move on!  An existing church pastor checked the building out and decided it 
was NOT about to collapse and so bought and refurbished it. It is now a thriving 
church, almost bursting at the seams! God blesses us every time we meet. 
I shall try and write another and the final episode for the next Parish Mag.  God 
bless everyone who reads this! 
Eric Green   
eric.green@xtra.co.nz  
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General plumbing repairs 
and installations 

From a leaky tap  
to a full bathroom installation 

Over 28 years’ experience 

 

Why not call us for a free quote 
Call 07922 875685 

berkshireplumbingrepairs@gmail.com 
www.berkshireplumbingrepairs.uk 

 

 

 

Tony Moore 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

Need help with your Bookkeeping, Year End,  
Monthly Accounts or Tax Returns? 

For a reliable, professional service, call Tony on 07712 162998 

 

A BIG THANK YOU 
to everyone who helps to distribute the Parish Magazines to every home,  

and many of the businesses, in the Parish.  

Your help and hard work are very much appreciated!   
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News from your Borough Councillors 

  
Maureen Hunt 

cllr.hunt@rbwm.gov.uk 
George Blundell 

cllr.blundell@rbwm.gov.uk 
 

What a hot dry summer we have had and most of us 
without air conditioning in our homes.  There is no air 
conditioning in the Council Chamber either.   We hope 
you all found time to enjoy the sun and the energy to 
water the flowers with your watering can.    

For those interested in planning, there has recently been an updated 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – August 2026.    
Locally, we were made aware of HGV’s accessing a site in Paley Street.  
Your councillors contacted Enforcement Officers, who informed us they 
had carried out a site visit. Planning permission for agricultural barns was 
granted and the materials delivered was limestone for the bases of the 
barns. 

Many will be aware of the consultation which opened on 30th July and 
closed 13th September to Help Shape the Future of the Royal Borough.    
The Council is preparing a new local plan, called the Development Plan 
for the Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead.  This Plan will guide 
how the Borough grows and changes over the next 20 years.  Bearing in 
mind the government have now increased the amount of housing required 
from 712 dwellings per year to 1407 dwellings per year – there has been a 
‘call for sites’ which ended 13th September.  We wait and see on that one. 

One of our councillors recently died.  Cllr Leo Walters was a councillor 
for Bray and a huge supporter of the Green Belt.  He had served as a 
Conservative councillor for over 50 years and will be a huge loss to the 
Council and to Bray.  He sat on the Planning Committee throughout all 
those years and will be replaced on that committee by Cllr Cross – also 
from Bray and also a huge supporter of Green Belt.  Hurley and Walthams 
Ward has 92% Green Belt. 

(continued over) 
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Now the schools have started after the summer holidays, concern has been 
raised for the cars parked for dropping off and collecting children, on the 
roadside near the school in White Waltham.  This causes traffic jams in the 
village and we would ask parents to please consider not parking on the 
Waltham Road. 

There are a number of schemes to help with council tax, childcare and 
school meals, debt support, food banks and donation points.  Go to the 
council’s website: www.rbwm.gov.uk and scroll down the first page – 
Here to Help.   

With our best wishes and please remember we are here to help you should 
you need. 

George and Maureen,   
George Blundell and Maureen Hunt  

 
 

 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month 

11am in The Tree House in the churchyard 
A small gathering of people around refreshments  

for about an hour of friendly chat. 

Dates this autumn:   
7th & 21st October, 4th & 18th November, 2nd December 
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From the Registers 

 

 Burials of Ashes 

  18th September Mary Brant aged 98  

  19th September Sylvia Ellen Smith aged 91 

 

EASY SU DOKU MEDIUM SU DOKU 
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Services at  
White Waltham Church 

Sunday Services at White Waltham Church  
are at 10.30am with activities for children every Sunday 

Services are in person and live via Zoom from the church building:  
http://www.stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk/zoom 

N.B. you can join us in one click on our website’s main page  

Services for All Ages 
at White Waltham Church 

Sunday 1st November  
at 10.30am 

 With fun activities for everyone, whatever your  
 age, we invite you to join us for these services. 

Some content is available on our Facebook page  
  White Waltham Church 

Do come and join us –  
everyone is welcome at White Waltham Church 

 

  



 

Finding us online…. 
Follow White Waltham Church on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/whitewalthamchurch 

And/or visit our website 
www.stmaryswhitewaltham.org.uk 

You can also catch up with this magazine online. 
Visit our website and you’ll find the Parish Magazine under the 
‘Resources’ tab.  You can get the current issues as well as being 

able to download earlier versions from the past year.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you use any of our advertisers, please tell them you saw their advert in this magazine. 
We are very grateful to all our advertisers who help to make this publication possible; 
we do not accept responsibility for products or services advertised in this magazine. 

This Magazine is printed by Printique, King Street Maidenhead SL6 1DZ.  Telephone 01628 630119 



 

 


